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configured for generating a spatial domain of the visual representation to 
include a reference surface for providing a spatial reference frame having at least 
two spatial dimensions. The reference surface is for relating the first visual 
element to a first location of interest in the spatial reference frame and for relating 
the second visual element to a second location of interest in the sp atial refer ence 
frame. The system also has a temporal visualization componentrsueh^as-a 
spfrter configured for generating a temporal domain of the visual representation 
operatively coupled to the spatial domain, the temporal domain for providing a 
common temporal reference frame for the locations of interest. The temporal 
domain includes a first time track, such as a timeline, coupled to the first location 
of interest and a second time track coupled to the second location of interest, 
such that the first visual element is positioned on the first time track and the 
second visual element is positioned on the second time track. Each of the time 
tracks are configured for visually representing a respective temporal sequence of 
a plurality of the data elements at each of the locations of interest of the 
reference surface. In implementation of tho mothod, the connect i on v l oual 
c l ement ropreocnto a diotributod aooociation in at Icaot ono of tho domaino 
betweon the firot vioua l o l emont and tho ocoond v i oua l o l omcnt ouch that tho 
v i oua l rcprcocntation io diopiayod on a uocr i ntorfaoo for oubocquont intoraotion 
w i th uoor ovonto, including animation of tho vioual olomonto to help in tho 
analyoio of tho data contalnod in tho v i oual roprooontation. 
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